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25th Anniversary for Tree Farm System 


The American Tree Farm System 
is observing its 25th anniversary this 
year. Membership is listed at 30,000 
tree farms in 48 states, covering near- 
ly 68 million acres. 

The Tree Farm System is conducted 
by the American Forest Products In- 
dustries, Inc., Washington, D.C., an 
independent non-profit educational arm 
of all the forest industries. The organi- 
zation defines a tree farm as “an area 
of privately-owned taxpaying forest 
land, protected and managed for re- 
peated crops of forest products.” More 
than 2,000 trained foresters from the 
forest products industries and govern- 
ment serve as inspectors to maintain 
Tree Farm System standards. 

James C. McClellan, chief forester 





of AFPI, said the 68 million acres in- 
volved in the system represents only 
about one-fifth of the private forests in 
the country. “Our goal is to get the 
other four-fifths into the system,’’ he 
said. “We have a major job ahead in 
growing more quality timber to meet the 
expanding demand for lumber, veneer, 
and a host of other wood-derived prod- 
ucts.” 

McClellan said the need for more 
managed forest land is being intensified 
by the fact that one million acres a 
year are being taken out of timber 
production to make way for urban de- 
velopment, new superhighways, utility 
rights-of-way, public parks and _ rec- 
reation areas, shooting preserves, res- 


evoirs, dams, lakes and industry ex- 
pansion. 

In the face of this diminishing area 
on which to grow trees for harvest, he 
asserted, there is the startling prospect 
of a national population of more than 
300 million by the year 2000. 

Multiple use of forest lands is a 
basic principle of the Tree Farm Sys- 
tem. In addition to their prime function, 
that of growing timber, tree farms serve 
importantly in soil stabilization provid- 
ing wildlife refuge, conserving the na- 
tion’s water supply and offering rec- 
reational areas for the public. 

Forestry experts say that the water 
yield on some water sheds may be 
increased as much as 30 per cent through 
proper management practices. 


